Does complexity belie a simple decision--on the Efroni and Cohen critique of the minimal model for a self-nonself discrimination.
The immune system somatically generates a large and random paratopic repertoire that must be sorted into those specificities (anti-self) which, if expressed, would debilitate the host and those specificities (anti-nonself) which, if not expressed, would leave the host unprotected from infection. The critique of Efroni and Cohen that minimal models are misleading and without heuristic value is evaluated by illustrative examples.